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The clinical relevance of antibacterial peptide (LL-37) in periodontitis patients
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Abstract : The purpose of this study was to examine the salivary LL-37 levels together with the
presence/absence of major periodontopathic bacteria, and to evaluate the clinical relevance of this antibacterial
peptide in patients of periodontitis. Unstimulated salivary samples were collected from 72 periodontitis patients
and 22 periodontally healthy controls. The concentration of LL-37 in the saliva was measured by enzyme-linked
immunosorbent assay, and the presence of four periodontopathic bacteria (P. gingivalis, T. forsythia, T.
denticola, A. actinomycetemcomitans) was determined using polymerase chain reaction. Periodontal examination
included determination of the probing pocket depth (PPD), the clinical attachment level (CAL), and bleeding on
probing (BOP). The subjects with periodontitis showed significantly higher LL-37 levels in the saliva than the
healthy controls. A higher prevalence of periodotopathic bacteria was observed in the periodontitis patients, and
the salivary LL-37 levels were particularly elevated in patients with 7". denticola or A. actinomycetemcomitans as
compared to the results in patients without these periodontopathic bacteria. The salivary concentration of LL-37
was positively correlated with the percentage of teeth with a PPD of > 5mm or CAL of > 5mm in the periodontitis
patients. The results of multiple regression analysis revealed that the concentration of LL-37 in the saliva was
significantly correlated with the presence of 7. denticola. In conclusion, production of LL-37 seemed to be
increased in association with periodontopathic bacterial infection. However, it was not sufficient to eliminate these
bacteria and prevent periodontal destruction in patients with periodontitis.
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RARTF FOWEREEICB AR ERERE Lz v 7 e L CEHSERZ 72 2 0wEEEEB £
22 20 L ) BRI 720 MR o LL-37 i oMl % ELISA 2 X Y, 4 B B EANE (P, gingi-
valis, T. forsythia, T. denticola, A. actinomycetemcomitans) DHH% PCR BN L WiTo 72 T 72, sEHLR AR
LT —Er s R sy 87 A(PPD), WIRHIT % v F X s LV (CAL), 7H—E Y ZRROMIMOA
MEALER L 720 ZOME, HEREEOMEEF O LL-37 BE I E L LA ZEITEHWEL R L7z, HERE
HTIEHR BRI E R 2SS WEIE TR S, T denticola X A. actinomycetemcomitans D S N7 BH TIE 2
N OMEPBIL SN TR WEFE LR, LL-37 BEIAFREICHWHEE IR Lz, 72, MBAZEZREICIBITS
5mm VL E® PPD/CAL %= OO HE & & M o LL-37 12 E OB I IEOMBEAFED SNz, & SIZER
W O#ER, T, denticola DAFAE L MERH O LL-37 1% & ORMHEAVRIE S N7z, AWFZe X 1), LL-37 (385 50
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BRER L, SRRSO & A M & oM BRI
&0 R OBIED T | Z R SN D KIEWREEATH
Bo HERITHTE IS T AR & L ThA 2 HIR %R
ERREAELTCWLY, FOOEDE LTHREXTF N
DHFAEDFIT 5N D FLH R T T NI 30 /i #4 o
T R APEGE L FEONTF R T, b R T
FEETLHL DL LT, defensin & cathelicidin 2351 5
NTwb, LL-37 I%, cathelicidin B PTH & HE CTd
% CAP-18 (Cationic protein of 18kDa) ® C H i |2 £
FE9 57 F F(LL-37/hCAP-18) 12 TH b, HFER
TUEHHT DIEGLZ & 1 JERE RIS i Bk R0 i 1A b K A
B, &5 VIERRY) ek SR SN B, LL-37
X, B, B, A VAL SRR L TR <
PHME 2R T 72T (Y LPS o IER R, I
HRER, HBR, T MIfZ S oMfugEEREoEE L, mE
FrEARHE X B AIBHARIC S 5 2 & 2 Lo &
NTWR2 0 2o k) RS, WEBOFH*
FSIE, AT % &I LL-37 5B G- L T\Ww B T ERETEDS B
HobE 2 b T & 72, Kostmann JE f& #,
Papillon-Lefevre JEE#E, BRI E % &, LL-37
BEAEDREI 22 &) e BEE T, WA
WRIHTT BIEZ R LD D 720, BRFEDIHBVEE 2
SNTWVABEY . —F  Fali TR E 4B Otk
WiEBEHEHETICHIT 5 LL-37 =oinssfs S h T
W BOID LA Lt s, LL-37 & HREE O RER
BERIEIR & OBEIC O W T ORI 7% {, AR A

e £ TAWIETI, whEER & R 4 b5
Mk z b OREEZ R E LTl O LL-37 =
DOW5E B L O YR EM R OB 217V, EYE O
IRAEIR & o B DV THBRES L 72,
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1. #WERE

EN G EEy E Yy M Nl s e (R A = g A )
A S, BB\ ITHATICISENE = T al i L,
FE AR L CFEM L 72 Pl (B atE R R
BT E R & 2 L, ARSI L D DUT o
BERLMER - LoRBE R EE 725, B IO R
&L CREEEZR AR b oEEE 22 % T, MBI
IV EEREGEEN R, W33 A LN HE R
DEFRETMHEA OGS 2 Z T T & 2R L
725

A RAT E LT, 1Rico & 6 kTt u—1
7Ry b TA(PPD), WRIRWT 8 v F XML
~NJV(CAL), 7u—Vvr ZEo i (BOP) % #lE L
7o BRIE BB, BRATRAT 20 RLLED Y, % 1/4 3R
ZBWT 18RI 4mm DL EOEE R 7 v N DA
TLEE L, EEE, £5I2b72) dmm Lo
BEART v MR LN nEE L,

2. Y TILOIRE & IE

FRERE K0 LR O I B % 0.5ml BRI L
720 ZHUZHHZREK0.5ml 2z, KVFv 7 A3
A — 12T 1 MBHE L 728, 6000x g T 5 4L
SHEEL, R E Ly MGz QlAamp DNA
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RSB, - &th) 72 (34:38) 22 (6:16)

il * 51.80 + 13.60 27.60 + 8.40

BIEOF (B Y, 2 L) (30:42) (2:20)

EH#4PPD(mm) * 3.15 £ 0.82 1.70 =+ 0.22

FHICAL(mm) ™ 3.59 =+ 093 1.70 = 0.23

LL-373# % (ng/mo) *

223.72 + 223.02

129.37 + 141.89

Mini Kit(Qiagen Inc., Valencia, CA, USA) % W\ T
Ly P OME DNA %, T8O NG HE I ELHK
SNI2FFAHEHI L 72 Z OMITE DNA i &
LFE T 21T 9 % T-80C THRAF L 72,

3. ERPOEEAREMEOMRES LU LL-37 2

DEIE

W38 HR o> 4 35 0> # JE 9 B R (Porphyromonas gin-
givalis, Tannerella forsythia, Treponema denticola,
Aggregatibactor actinomycetemcomitans) O H 4 1L,
Ashimoto 5D HFEBIZHENE) 2T —¥F £ — )
77 varyPCRUEICTHE L, $4bb, 774
= IAHME 4D I6STRNA = % —7" v M & L, 5ué
DOFMHE DNA B A5l D ST {794~ —%
0.54M, 10xPCR buffer (Promega, Madison, WI, USA)
5ul, Taq DNA polymerase (Promega) 1.25unit,
dNTP 3 v 7 A (Pharmacia LKB, Piscataway, NJ,
USA) 0.2mM, MgCl, 1.5mM (A. actinomycetem-
comitans \ 22V TIE 1.0mM)} #hnz, —~)vihA
25— (PTC-200, M]J Research, Boston, MA, USA)
FHWCHERLR T2 HEIES ¢/, PCREWIZ1.0%
T = AT VI TERIKEI%, ethidium bromide
0.5ug/ml Z 0 L, SR ISR 2N FO
FHEAMERL L 720 LL-37 midaid L 72l LiE» S,
Hbt human LL-37 test kit (Hycult biotechnology,
Uden, Netherlands) & Fi\vC, & OHERHAZEIZF
S N7 HE - ELISA H:C THRISE L 726

4. #rEthnig

BB 25 LRI BT A4k, MR, ERIRRY S
T A — & —fEO LI 1E Mann-Whiteny's U test 3 &
U Fisher’s exact test & i\ 720 F 72, B89 JEUM ]
DAF MBI O/ I X 5 LL-37 5o
Mann-Whiteny's U test # i\ 72, SHiE%EEIZE
VT % 5mm LLE® PPD F 721& CAL 255 % #i$ o> 4
L ME T o LL-37 i EE & OB I 2w T,
Spearman’s correlation coefficient % M\ THE L 726

(mean+SD) *P<0.05

72, ERUFDA 24TV, MEG O LL-37 LIS, 4

CAL, BOP, WiEREME OEMEIHET L0089 H
RO L 720 TS & TOMEHENT I TMP® Ver.
8.0 (SAS Institute Inc., Cary, NC, USA) # W T
172

w R

ARWEFRNZ BT BB O VY 4F i, BRIREER, RRR
/8T X —& —OFHES L OHERE O LL-37 %
R IIIRT, WBEREEFE IR EFE LB L
T, F¥4EHs, ¥ PPD, ¥ CAL, BOP Bz
Iz, WEEHO LL-37 BEPHF RIS WHEEZ IR L 72,
70, & SEEFI2B VT, 5mm Bl o PPD,
CAL Z R T HBOEEGZEHEL, IheERT D
LL-37BE L OMEE R/ 25, IEOHBENRD
LNz (®1, 2)

R EEICB 2 O P. gingivalis, T. for-
sythia, T. denticola, A.actinomycetemcomitans DR
HiZRIX, #2121 83.3%, 87.5%, 68.1%, 12.5% T
Holze TNHOWERIEME LB E 2 O TS
Nhrolz, WEEEFEIZBWT, T. denticola £ 7
& A. actinomycetemcomitans D3 S 726121,
Ml SN ho /i L X, LL-37 BE XA RIS
WER R L7 (A 3) o T forsvthia 75WH & N7z 4
WZBWTH, BEE T O LL-37 B IR S ik v
GEHREMELZ R LD, FEEIRED N o7,
F7-, HRERER CHAEOREREOGFMEIC L)
T L 72 & 2, #hlRE o1 PPD (B ER
HN 2.8 £ 0.69mm vs BRI SR 2 L 3.21 =
0.84mm (mean * SD)) B & U3 CAL (BRI REER D
h 3.21 0.66mm vs BZJE #E Bk 72 L 3.63
0.97mm (mean * SD)) 2D W TEIFFED LN H 5
72b 00, WEEH O LL-37 REE IO T BITE B
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72, LL-37 ORIl BT 2 53Rk 2 RD L7212, H
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& LL-37 O & OMIZBED RO bi/z (£ 2).
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b

WHERTF FTH5H LL-37 T HRGEIESRDO— AT
ELTEE, invitro DWFFEIC XY, TUEPHIR IR L
THRMZRT I &5 Bs2IcShTwna2 92,
COZLrs, WEBOTHIREE, #EITI2b LL-37
DHEENELZ G2 TWDH EEZSNLD, HWEHRD
TREERERRIEIR & OFEIZ O W TG IER S LT
720

RIFFEDER, wEREE CIEFE B IS, R
HOLL-37 BEFPAREICHW I LRSI N, &
[EFRE L 72 S ik o LL-37 1, #W % &0k

A X ORI EICHE L Twb EEbh
%o Dale 51, BFEIVRHE: I HRILL 726 AL %
et 3 X O in situ hybridization (2 & 0 ALEL | %2
L7458, I ERC LL-37 2V < S8 L, A L%
B LZEBICEE L TWwAZ L A RE L TwA, £
72, Turkoglu 57 % Puklo 5013, 189 E % 8%
O REEHBRICBWT, gL L XLL-37 &
MWENZ EERELTWDL, INHDT Lid, RAER
WZIFHRERIC BT 5 LL-37 OEATENR I > Tn b
CENHEM S NS,

INFEFTOHETIE, LL-37 LNVORKT 2| &k
ST eRmEET AT HEETIE, REHEHITE OB
D) FL WL b 2 L THBERDIERES A W REM:
2 S N T w b,de Haar 5% 1%
Papillon-Lefévre JEf&# 8 & H O LA A IMER Tl
LL-37 O WEEDMET L, S NhS A, actinomycetem-
comitans DPEM: % W L E AT 9 2 W e
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DA, H ORI Rl ONFIE 10% 55 & 90% 5 2R,

IR L TV b, RUIEOWERE I EE L& EE Y WS po 72 BE & L THER R O LL-37 3
o WHEREETH LD, INSEDOEDNS ITHE WEBEICEHWMEEZ R L7z 72 T. forsythia |22\ T
TR 2SR L AR &, T T denticola, b, AREZZLRDONLPo72000, FWHMM S
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T HEEE  pfE(Prch>1d)
P51 10.80 0.63
-l 59.47 0.06
W 0> A 48 -8.97 0.70
FeAF -30.75 0.18
P.gingivalis -41.79 0.23
T.forsythia 25.66 0.49
T.denticola 61.30 0.024 *
A.actinomycetemecomitans 0.44 0.99
(i JE 975 o> A 1 -38.96 0.58
PPD = Tmm® t O -24.14 0.73
CALZ Tmm® tf O E| & 92.18 0.21
BOP(H) D il DEIE -32.64 0.38
PPD=4mm® i OE| & 169.37 0.05
CALZ4mm® t D& -156.24 0.13

*P<0.05

—7, Hosokawa 5%" 13 in vitro [2BWC, AL
AR B Fh Bk & M CHIE L 72 B8 0 LL-37 O pEA: =
ZME L CTW5 2%, P. gingivalis TRIBLL 7286 O
LL-37 # H & &, A. actinomycetemcomitans <°
Fusobacterium nucleatum, Prevotella intermedia &
Vo Z2HIRE TTHIB L 7236 L R W 2 & 2 LT
Wb, 72, P. gingivalis % gingipine %2 £ @ 70 7
T—EEEATDHZIEPMONTBY, THIZLD
LL-37 233 R &b Z L s s hTw %, P
gingivalis BB SN TWT L, MER T LL-37 iR
OLEADBO LN 72DIFZD L) REHIZE S
LEZHLND,

SHICERYFESITICL D, Fh, R, REROF
PPD, CAL, BOP, thfl
WEAEOF ML EE L TH, T. denticola DFHE L
M FH o> LL-37 L)V A = 2 B E DGR S5
TWh, INLDOZ LN, FHHEEFERBER %
W& OWARBEOBEIIE, LL-37 ORI
MW ORGIIIE ST 2 THMT 2 EE 2 60,
LL-37 O EAERTAREWREEDOER & 2> T
LHEFEZIZ\ Vv, LA, LL-37 DEAENITEL T
Wz LT, 2Ok EEEME 0 % IR RN R I
RT3 THEONL LN\ Invitro l2BWT, B
R EGIE, =2 CTY A. actinomycetemcomitans X
red complex (2 )& 9 % MW (P. gingivalis, T. forsy-
thia, T. denticola) %, Ik FmIEME & AU ER
IZE B EAER LL-37 (2 X A REERIR 3 2 Tk
BN EDRWME ST VB, TS ORI %

B RGeS, s EHRRBIE DN & S 574 LL-37
DOEAETLEZRT I EARLTWDLEEZ OGNS,
BT 72 5HI T 525, BAHES AP O LL-37 = &
PPD, CAL & OMICIEOMHEMNH 2 LB E
TIZ HE SN TV B2,

LL-37 13%%), $ME~RTF F& LTRWAESIER
EN7z, LA L, BIMEOBMERE 7L % Fv 729
B2 2 72 L s, LL-37 I3TE FE O~ Mgk L
TIER L, ARz L CwbsrdnEEZLNL LD
2785770 213 LL-37 1X LPS IS FIER 2 R 2
EAHIS TV A%, Mookherjee 5213 LL-37 25
b EH SR EERHG (THP-1) 2 V72 0iff%8 <, LPS 12X %
NF-kappa B it # ¥z 5 2 & TRIEHEY 1 b A
A VEERIHIL, #E R IERISEMZ S 2 & v
HLTW5D, LL-37 13 ERICH LT b kx s
ERIFTIEMOENTWD, HIERTF FAMEHS
LI EMBOZHERITV L O2ME STV D7,
LL-37 12 Z D 1V & 2T % formyl peptide recep-
tor-like 1 4/ L TUHFHERZ RIERIT~NE#EESHE S
ZERHLRE o TWBY, F72, LL-37 (35F IR
WX DENRREOEEEZEHD AL & T, HERIZBIT
LA ORGAR 2R HE S5 & FIFIZ, KIEET A b
HA OB EIHEIT 5% . X510, Iz EA
DFECHIBTHEMIZT RN =Y A% T,
L3732zl ¥ 2 dMEINTW
2582 RO TR b= AP E NS 2 L
THlfE L L CoMESHER SN 2 L 2B L, g,
i OBIE 2 BEFICEMICE EEZONDL, I

=
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5D LN, WERIZBIT A LL-37 ORI 72 8)
X, FEEME T AEENAEE LIS, LA
MIHNC X > THISE S SN RIERS 2B 5 & [
R AP R OBEREA #IBI 9 2 L v, TERICKTT 58
ENED LA HRECTREEDD 5

BUEIZE R D) A 77 sy —E LTRLHS R
TV, KT BEBIEOd 2 HE £ BE T
(&, JEBRMEERE L W L CHE P o0 LL-37 (B EAA
B o 720 B L LL-37 OB#IZ OV THAE L
TWDRICIE R WA, B X 2 BBk = s A Rz il
I DFEFEAR T AY LL-37 D REA: X2 Z Dt 0 AEARBE 12
i S DB ERIZTL-O0E Ltk v, SHhIdBeE
D LL-37 1252 558 2o W CEEMNC RS 2 L3
VhbEEbs,

RWFFE DR, MER P O LL-37 #5138 8% o
ITIENZDREARDIEINL TWD 2 EFHL L
o 7ze AU ERIEGH TR (255 5 BRSNS &
LT, s LI < A5, 2ok
720 CTIIBAT 2 5 58 42 8RR ER T 2 HEBR 5 5 12
EEST, REMEBIELY Ak 5125 Thwy
EEZOND,

I
I EAER BIZH T2, WIEDBITISHAG S 7272
& T L7CHURHE—3%, RESBATIEE, TN A 2 13
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