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Education/Certification

1981 University of Nebraska-DDS Lincoln, Nebraska

1985 University of Nebraska-Certificate in Periodontics Lincoln, Nebraska

1992 Diplomate, American Board of Periodontology (Recertification 2010, 2016, 2022)
Professional Career Experiences

1985-2015 Private periodontal practice in Rock Springs, Wyoming

1997 Wyoming Dental Association-President
2015-Present Full-time academic appointment at the University of Utah School of
Dentistry

Associate Professor, Clinical Periodontics Section
: 2022-Present  AAP President
Dr. David K. Okano Dental Honoraries
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honorary, Pierre Fauchard Academy, International
College of Dentists, Academy of Dentistry International, American College of Dentists

AAP Update: Science, Education, and Collaboration

President of American Academy of Periodontology (AAP)
David K. Okano

The American Academy of Periodontology (AAP) and Japanese Society of Periodontology (JSP) have enjoyed a
friendly and collaborative relationship for over 20 years. Both organizations remain committed to advancing the sci-
ence of periodontics and providing their respective members with the tools and resources needed to facilitate clini-
cal treatment.

Periodontal science remains fundamental to the mission and vision of the AAP. In 2022, the AAP launched a multi-
year science strategy to understand and translate state-of-the-art and compelling topics in periodontics. Areas of focus
include peri-implantitis, regeneration, diagnostic tools, and personalized medicine. Over the next several years, the
AAP will delve into these topics using a variety of methods, including collaborative events with other periodontal
organizations; peer-reviewed published proceedings; and educational, clinical, and scientific resource development.

In addition, the AAP continues to encourage broad dissemination and integration of the updated Disease Classifica-
tion of Periodontal and Peri-Implant Diseases and Conditions. The disease classification’s multi-dimensional staging
and grading framework for periodontitis classification provides a personalized approach to disease diagnosis and
management based on a patient’s specific needs.

Another scientific endeavor spearheaded by the AAP is the Best Evidence Consensus (BEC) model. The BEC mod-
el relies on current, high-quality published literature and expert opinion to provide guidance on innovative topics for
which there is insufficient evidence to arrive at definitive conclusions. The most recent BEC proceedings on biolog-
ics in clinical practice were published in the Journal of Periodontology (JOP) and Clinical Advances in Periodontics
(CAP) in late 2022.

Ensuring that the next generation of periodontists is appropriately trained for clinical practice is crucial to provid-
ing exceptional patient care. To that end, the AAP has been heavily involved in influencing pre- and post-doctoral
periodontal education in the US. This includes working closely with periodontal programs at universities across the
United States to provide support, resources, and mentorship.

In 2023, the AAP is excited to welcome periodontists from around the world to Austin, Texas for its flagship
live-learning event, the 109® Annual Meeting. To be held November 9-12, the AAP Annual Meeting will bring to-
gether periodontists from all over the globe for education, networking, and entertainment. The AAP is also looking
forward to October of 2024 when the 110" Annual Meeting will be held in collaboration with the JSP and the Japa-
nese Academy of Clinical Periodontology (JACP) in San Diego, California. This forthcoming event will be a celebra-
tion of the AAP’s longstanding friendships with its colleagues in Japan.

As the AAP looks to the future, partnerships with likeminded groups such as the JSP will become increasingly im-
portant. With more than 1,600 international members, 21 percent of whom are from Japan, the AAP works diligent-
ly to be a respected resource for its colleagues around the globe. The AAP looks forward to continuing to work
with its Japanese peers as we make strides in periodontal science, education, and collaboration.
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