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There are varied opinions to determine the prognosis of periodontally involved teeth and one of the
important factors is clinical experience of the clinician. However in patient’s point of view, different
prognosis and diverse treatment modalities for his or her case is difficult to understand. Added to that
implant therapy is popular and many dentists lean to implant therapy rather than difficult periodontal
treatment. Of cause implant therapy makes possible to solve the complicated case in times past, the
removal of the teeth disregards the prognosis of the involving teeth cannot be justified.

In classical view point the prognosis of the periodontally treated tooth is focused to retain the tooth. In
past, ultimate goal of periodontal treatment is sustain the tooth and their substitutes in healthy state and
retention of tooth is important factor to determine the prognosis. The stability of periodontium is more
important consideration factor than the retention of tooth because the ultimate goal of modern periodontics
is not only maintain the tooth and substitute in relative health but also in function, comfort and esthetic
expectation of patient.

However we have no existing clinical parameter to predict disease progression yet. Because disease-
causing bacterial can repopulate pockets within weeks following active therapy, the periodic mechanical
removal of subgingival microbial biofilms is essential for controlling inflammatory periodontal disease and
only way to maintain the effect of periodontal treatment.

In this lecture I want to discuss tooth loss in periodotally treated patients and also implant loss during
periodontal maintenance.
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